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Module code AH-2313 

Module Title Emergence of a Superpower: US Political History and Foreign 

Policy Since 1783 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (History and International Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 10 hours/week 

Contact hours 4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 

This module seeks to explain how the US became a world power in the twentieth century by examining the 

important domestic developments that shaped it as a nation, and by exploring the changing nature of its foreign 

relations. 

Learning Outcomes: 

On successful completion of this module, students will be expected to be able to: 

 

Lower order : 30% - Discuss the major patterns of historical development that led to the emergence of 
  the United States as a superpower. 

  - Explain the factors that enabled the rise of the United States as superpower. 

Middle order : 40% - Analyse the causes and consequences of the key events that happened in the 
United States between 1783 and the post-2nd World War decades. 

Higher order: 30%  - Assess the competing explanations for a number of controversial historical 

questions relevant to the US political history and foreign policy 

- Appreciate the importance of understanding the history of a superpower like the 

US. 

Module Contents 

- Forming a union 

- The war of independence and the US constitution 

- Slavery and the American Civil War 

- The Wild West and the expansion of the union 

- America and the First World War 

- Isolationism and prewar politics 

- America at war, 1941 -45 

- Cold War politics; 

- Vietnam and US policy in Asia 

Assessment Formative assessment Fortnightly online quizzes will be used to test and to give 

feedback for students’ learning; participation 

 
Summative assessment Examination: 50% 

Coursework: 50% 

- 2 class tests (20%) 

- Individual presentation (10%) 

- A semester essay (20%) 
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